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RESOLUTION NO. 6763 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
SOUTH PASADENA DESIGNATING 1414 FAIR OAKS AVENUE 
(SMITH & WILLIAMS BUILDING) AS AN OFFICIAL SOUTH 
PASADENA HISTORIC LANDMARK (LANDMARK NO. _ 46 _J. 

WHEREAS, Section 2.73A-14 of the South Pasadena Municipal Code Ordinance 
#2004 (commonly known as the “Cultural Heritage Ordinance”) authorized the Cultural 
Heritage Commission (the “Commission”) to recommend to the City Council the 
designation of appropriate properties as landmarks; and 

WHEREAS, a duly prepared nomination form has been prepared by the Commission 
to register the property located at 1414 Fair Oaks Avenue also known as the Smith & 
Williams Building; and 

WHEREAS, the research and documentation submitted by subcommittee members 
Steven Friedman and Glen Duncan amply demonstrates the qualifications of the property for 
landmark designation; and 

WHEREAS, the intent of the Commission’s landmark recommendation is to give the 
property owner maximum adaptive reuse flexibility in any future interior alterations; and 

WHEREAS, landmark designation will streamline the approval process for proposed 
changes in that alterations to designated landmarks require approval only by the Cultural 
Heritage Commission and not also by the Design Review Board; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission has complied with the applicable provisions of 
Subsection (A)(3) [“Designation Procedure”] of the above referenced Ordinance Section in 
that it visited the site, mailed notices, held a duly noticed public hearing, and received public 
comment; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission made findings of fact pursuant to Subsection (a) (2) 
[“Designation Procedure”] of the above referenced Ordinance Section, as follows: 

(A.) Its character, interest or value as a part of the heritage of the community. 

Since its very early years, South Pasadena has served as a creative incubator 
community for an incredible number of successful and pioneering businesses. 

Smith & Williams, and Community Facilities Planners, their unique 
collaboration of major architects, engineers, landscape architects, city planners 
and designers were responsible for over 40 major projects and served as a 
virtual “school” for design and planning professionals who succeeded in 



Fremont Oaks, LLC 

1000 S. Fremont Ave. 
Unit 33, Suite 1102 
Alhambra, CA 91803 


Office: (626)457-5242 
Fax: (626)457-1402 


MAINTENANCE AND SURVIVAL WARRANTY 


This document represents agreement with City of South Pasadena that the Fremont Oaks, 
LLC (“the developer”) will provide tree preservation to the “Oak Tree” located at 1935 
Fremont Ave. South Pasadena, CA. The Fremont Oaks, LLC acquired the service of 
Senna Tree Company to conduct the necessary work to ensure the preservation of the 
Tree. For the removal of the Tree Senna Tree Company, LLC will prune, box and 
directly relocate on-site as directed with guy wire to supports the Quereus agrifolia (168” 

in size”). 

The Fremont Oaks, LLC (the developer) will monitor, maintain and protect the Tree with 
the following maintenance guidelines: 


• Watering the tree by filling the earth-watering basin constructed at the 
perimeter of the rootball with water, allowing the water to percolate into 
the rootball a minimum depth of 18” each watering. Refill basin if 
necessary to achieve the recommended percolation depth. Verify the depth 
of percolation with a soil probe. 

• Before watering again take a soil sample from the rootball with a soil 
probe and inspect soil moisture. This will indicate if adjustments in 
watering frequency are required. Use the following schedule as a starting 
point. 

Warm weather: Fill basin twice weekly 
Cool Weather: Fill basin once a week. 

• Periodically rebuild watering basin and pull weeds as required to maintain 
water-holding capacity. 


In the event the tree dies or not last within a span of ten (10) years such that the Citvpf— 
i Pasadena finds its condition unacceptable, Fremont Oaks, LLC shall replace^ity 

t A . . . 
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Developer 
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City of South Pasadena 
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enriching South Pasadena and Southern California for many decades. Several 
are still active and continue to pass on the legacy of the unique collaboration 
that this building both fostered and symbolized. 

Successful “graduates” the Smith & Williams Community Facilities Planners 
include Doug Ewing, Lee Hershberger, Bob Metcalf, Carey Jenkins, Mai Bert, 
Glen Small, Franklin Thornton, William Bigelow, Bill Rudolph and dozens of 
others. 

(C.) Its association with a person or persons who significantly contributed to local 
culture and development of the area and State of California. 

Smith and Williams and many of the designers and professionals who 
collaborated with “Community Facilities Planners” are major influences in 
contemporary design. They include Garrett Eckbo, Robert Meyerhof, Phillip 
Patterson, Stuart Denker, Simon Eisner, A. Quincy Jones, Victor Gruen & 
Associates, Kariotis & Kesler, Edgardo Contini and Joseph Amestoy. 

(D.) Its exemplification of a particular architectural type in a neighborhood; 

The building embodies the design culture of the early modern era. South 
Pasadena has few early modern buildings of note; The Smith & Williams 
Building is undoubtedly the most significant. 

(E.) Its exemplification of the best remaining architectural type in a neighborhood; 

Other than the Smith & Williams Building, the two most significant early 
modern buildings in the neighborhood are office buildings at 1517 Fair Oaks 
and at 1631 Huntington drive, both constructed as bridges above street level 
parking. Both were also products of Smith & Williams and Community 
Facilities Planners, but neither are nearly as architecturally or culturally 
important as the one Smith & Williams built as a home for the consortium. 

(F.) Its identification as the work of a person or persons whose work has influenced the 
heritage of the city, state or United States; 

Whit Smith & Wayne Williams, Garrett Eckbo and John Kariotis, the four 
professionals who designed the Smith & Williams facility, are all leaders in 
early modernism who influenced decades of design professionals in their 
respective fields. 

(G.) Its embodiment of elements of outstanding attention to architectural design, 
engineering, detail design, detail, materials or craftsmanship. 
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The innovative structure was an immediate architectural sensation in the 
modernist era, capturing several major design awards, including an: 

• Award of Excellence, Pasadena Chapter, AIA. 1959 

• Honor Award,: Nov.121963, Southern California Chapter, AIA 

• Grand Prix Award from the City of Los Angeles and the 
SouthernCalifornia Chapter, AIA, Sept. 1,1967. Cited as “One of the most 
significant buildings erected in the LA area since 1947.” (Presented at 
celebration of the 186th Birthday of the City of LA and signed by Los Angeles 
Mayor Sam Yorty and E.A. Killingsworth, President, Southern California 
Chapter, AIA); and 

WHEREAS, based on the evidence presented in the application materials, the 
designation being categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act, sub¬ 
committee research, on-site inspection and public testimony, the Cultural Heritage 
Commission voted to recommend designation of this property on October 16, 2003 and 
forwarded the recommendation to the City council; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council held a public hearing on the proposed designation on 
November 19,2003 and received public testimony. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOUTH 
PASADENA DOES HEREBY FIND, DETERMINE, AND RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. The City Council approves the designation of 1414 Fair Oaks Avenue 
as an Official South Pasadena Historic Landmark; and 

Section 2. The City Council directs the City Clerk to file the appropriate 
designation with the Los Angeles County Clerk’s Office. 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 19 th day of November 2003, by the 
following vote: 



ATTEST: 


Sally Kiltiy, City Clerk ' 




RES. VOL. 40 


PAGE 85 


11/19/03 


Resolution No. 6763 
Page 4 of 4 


I HEREBY CERTIFY the foregoing Resolution was duly adopted by the City Council of 
the City of South Pasadena at a regular meeting held on the 19 th day of November 2003, by 
the following vote: 

AYES: Margrave, Saeta, Stamps, Ten & Mayor Cacciotti 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: None 

ABSTAINED: None 



